Placental kappa binding site : interaction with dynorphin and its possible implication in hCG secretion.
We have previously demonstrated that human placenta contains a homogenous population of kappa binding sites. The selective interaction of dynorphin with these opiate binding sites suggests a possible physiological implication of this endogenous opioid system in the placenta physiology. Ethylketocyclazocine stimulate K+-induced hCG release. This fact favours the hypothesis of a participation of placental opiate receptor on hCG secretion.